THE PLAIN AT THE SUMMIT.
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corresponds to Polybius' description of the summit of the pass
by which Hannibal crossed. The summit is full of rocky
hills and vales, and gradually slopes towards the northeast.
So good a camping - place for an army of thirty thousand
men, at the very top of an Alpine gap, it would be hard to
find elsewhere. And though the fact has no particular value,
it may be mentioned that near by Is a large inclosure of
stones, somewhat similar to Druidical temples, universally
known as Hannibal's circle, where he is supposed to have
held a council. Were this so, however, it must be assumed

Plain at top of Little St. Bernard.

that he did not find time to stop to build a memorial of the

event.    These traditions go for nothing.

When we come to reckon distances, it is to he noted that
from Che vein to this plain is a trifle more than eighty miles.
One might vary the distance by ten per cent., for mountainhandful oppose a host. Possibly a column of
